
day after the briefing session hosted by 
MUDeNR via Zoom on 23rd Feb 2021, all the 

planning submissions to the Lands & Survey Kuching 
Divisional Office will have to submit through the 
e-Submission system (eSPA). This 6-month trial 
period mandates all Qualified Persons (QP) to 
submit both hardcopy and online to avoid any 
technical issues that might delay the process 
of submission. The eSPA will be implemented in 
stages to different divisions and it is targeted 
to be fully implemented by 1st August 2021.

As all QPs are aware, eSPA was introduced back 
in 2017. It was then put on-hold in 2019 for the 
technical improvement to link with the eLasis 
system. However, many comments and feedback by 
PAMSC to MUDeNR and SAINS were not resolved, 
especially on the plugins that were limited 
to AutoCAD only and the format of submission 
drawings.

fter the dialogue in November 2020 
where members were invited to provide 

their  feedback and opinions on strata 
development in Sarawak, PAMSC Practice 
& Government Liaison Sub-Committee 
(PGL)  prepared draft guidelines for 
presentation to Ministry of Urban 
Development & Natural Resources (MUDeNR). 
 
PAMSC called for a discussion with 
representatives from Malaysian Institute 
of Planners Sarawak Chapter (MIP) and 
Royal Institution of Surveyors Malaysia 
Sarawak Branch (RISM) to gather their 
feedback on the draft guidelines. It was 
a very fruitful discussion and PAMSC 
will take the initiative to compile the 
proposed guidelines and get them ready 
for a joint presentation to Head of 
Planning of MUDeNR.
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News+FLASH is the digital offspring of INTERSECTION. 
It is published digitally each fortnight for the 
foreseeable future, until we run out of ideas, 
articles or money.

Reported by Ar. Chai Si Yong

Reported by Ar. Chai Si Yong

PAMSC will write to MUDeNR again on these matters, 
hopefully, we can help to make some improvements to 
the system. Meanwhile, if you have problems with 
your submission online, please submit your queries 
to callcentre@sains.com.my.

Meeting up with MIP & RISM on Strata Titled 
Issues

eSPA is LIVE!

PAMSC called an ad-hoc discussion on 27th Feb 2021 to fomulate 
actions to be taken on the issue of eSPA.

The meeting was held on 9th March 2021 at PAMSC and via Zoom after the 
long postponement due to the CMCO.



Borneo Post - 10 Mar 2021

FOR MORE INFO:
https://pamsc.org.my/pamsc-hsl-np2021/
PAMSC secretariat: info@pamsc.org.my

Organiser :

Promoter :
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ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION 1.6
(THE SECTION)
This segment of our series on Architectural Education focuses on the Section. 

Recently I give a short lecture about the role of the plan and the section in our design and its 
development. I summarised that the floor plan is the means to design order and sequence, and it is 
usually the starting point of the design process. Students often move from the floor plans straight 
onto the buildings elevations and external appearance, and are confused when asked how they can 
derive elevations without cutting a section.

One of the reasons given is that they are not strong in construction - ‘I don’t know how to draw 
the  structure that holds up the roof’ or ‘I don’t know how to detail the floor construction.’ This 
notion that the section is more a part of construction drawings is perhaps a result of the school 
syllabus which requires the student to demonstrate an understanding of building structure and 
services (in a studio project). As a result, we see sections cut and services schematically copied 
and pasted onto presentation boards. Whilst this is a requirement for the school’s accreditation - 
this is not the best way to demonstrate knowledge about structures, systems and services. Besides, 
the section is more than just a means to demonstrate construction knowledge.

Student Work Yr 1 - a section showing climatic response. Note to students - sections are not always 
about structure and services, sometimes it is about the imagined such breezes and views.

The section is abstracted from the typical way 
of depicting architecture; it begins with the 
visualization of what cannot be directly seen. 

Renovation and expansion of the Morgan Library. Renzo 
Piano

Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
Expansion. Renzo Piano - site section.

So, what is a Section?

With reference to architectural drawing, 
it typically describes a cut through the 
body of a building, perpendicular to the 
horizon line. It shows a vertical cut 
transecting an object or a building; usually 
along a primary axis - the section reveals 
simultaneously its interior and exterior 
profiles, the interior space, and the wall 
or enclosure that separates interior from 
exterior; providing a view of the object 
that is not usually seen. 

The section is abstracted from the typical 
way of depicting architecture, which is 
through plans and elevations because it 
begins with the visualization of that which 
is not directly seen. 

It provides a unique form of knowledge, 
one which shifts the emphasis from image 
to performance, from surface to the 
intersection of structure and materiality 
that comprises the tectonic logic of 
architecture. 



4

by Min

This representational technique comes in 
various forms to illustrate different forms 
of architectural knowledge:

1. Sections that use solid fill emphasize 
the profile of the form and demonstrates 
the architectural experience such as 
the height and shape of ceilings and 
connection in between floors. These are 
typically used at the schematic design 
stage when the technical details have 
not been fully realized. 

2. Sections that depict construction 
details and materials through lines 
and graphic conventions – describing 
interface between the inside and the 
outside, the intersection of structure, 
architecture and services. These are 
developed from schematic sections during 
the documentation stage in preparation 
for tender and construction. 

3. Sections that describe the interior 
architecture either through interior 
elevations, or perspectives to describe 
the interior spaces in depth. These are 
sometimes used as presentation graphics 
to reinforce a design idea, or for 
examination and exploration of interior 
spaces, surfaces and structure. 

Plans and sections are similar 
representational conventions; both depict 
a relationship that is not directly 
perceivable by the human eye, both describe 
cuts, one horizontal, the other vertical. 
The horizontal ‘cut’ of a plan is primarily 
through walls, not floors, section on the 
other hand, are capable of showing cuts 
through both walls and floors and organize 
space in alignment with the size and scale 
of the standing human figure.

As such, it can be said that while plans give 
order and sequence to the design, sections 
show the quality of the spaces by describing 
the structure and enclosure. Furthermore, 
section types take on many forms depending 
on the scale of their cut: 

• site sections - show the built form’s 
massing and its relationship with the 
environment

• building sections - are probably 
the most commonly used and the most 
crucial as they can describe formal 
and social issues, as well as climatic, 
structural, spatial and organisational 
concerns. 

• detail sections - show technical 
intent, using graphic conventions of 
line, hatching and tone to depict 
materials, systems and tectonics.

Detail sections use graphic conventions of line, 
hatching and tone to depict materials, systems 
and tectonics.

Plans and sections are similar representational 
conventions; both describe cuts, one horizontal, 
the other vertical.

Palace of Labor, Turin Italy. Pier Luigi Nervi. 
1961 - sectional perspective

* Reference – Manual of a Section by David J. Lewis, 
Marc Tsurumaki, and Paul Lewis.

So if the Section is such a useful device to 
design, explore, describe and document with 
- why is it so infrequently used in design 
presentations. Perhaps it is due to the 
ambiguous position that the Section occupies 
- a drawing that is produced at the end of 
the design process to depict structural 
and material conditions in service of the 
construction contract, rather than as a means 
for the investigation of architectural form 
and recognizing it as a site for invention.
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PARTNERS

These are photographs of some of our peers taken during their 
childhood - the first THREE persons to guess their identities 
and email their answers to intersection.editorial@gmail.
com will receive pies and egg tarts next Wednesday (17th 
March 2021) just in time for afternoon tea.

COMING IN TWO WEEKS!
The end of term FAT ISSUE featuring: 
The Stanley Hotel by Design Network Architects
Learning Hub, MPI, Sibu by JRC Architects 
House By The River by MNSC Architects 
 
And much much more......


