INTRSECTION

NEWS

PAMSC Circular 4
Term 2020-2021

23rd Oct 2020

PPK469/01/2017(034673)

News+flash is the digital offspring of INTERSECTION.
It is published digitally each fortnight for the
foreseeable future, until we run out of ideas,
articles or money.

JTCC: E-Submission for Building Plan starting 2021
Reported by Ar. Chai Si Yong

Group photo with members of JTCC.

he Joint Technical Consultative Committee
(JTCC) Meeting Bil. 1/2020 was held on
the 5th of October 2020 at The Waterfront
Hotel, Kuching – postponed from mid-March
this year due to the pandemic.
The meeting was chaired by the Minister of
Local Government & Housing Sarawak (MLGH), YB
Dato Sri Prof. Dr Sim, assisted by Permanent
Secretary of MLGH, Datu Antonio Kahti Galis
and Ar. Philip Chang (Deputy Chairman of
JTCC). PAMSC attended the meeting along
with representatives from all major councils
(MBKS, DBKU, MCC, MPP, MPKS, SMC, BDA) and
district councils, all relevant agencies &
professional institutes such as Bomba, Land
& Survey, Sains & ACEM.
Salient points on matters discussed at the
meeting are as follows:
1. MLGH informed that *Circular No.5/2020
dated 1 July 2020 has been issued to
all Councils, which is related to the
application
for
Inspection
for
Road
Certificate
and
Occupation
Permit
to
be carried out concurrently with the
inspection of engineering works in order
to expedite the inspection process.
2. YB Minister set the implementation date
for E-Submission (BP & OP) under eLA2 to
all City Councils (DBKU, MBKS & MCC) as
January 2021, with all municipal councils

Contingent from PAMSC led by Ar. Ivy Jong (3rd from left) with Tn Hj
Abu Bakar Sepawi from MLGH (3rd from right), other attendees are Ar.
Chai Si Yong, Ar. Stephen Liew, Ar Phillip Chang and Ar. Peter Wong
(from L to R)

to follow later. SAINs is the system developer and
will set up a working group to finalise the format of
submission and prepare for necessary training.
3. MLGH also presented the framework for the revised
Sarawak Building Ordinance (SBO). The draft has been
forwarded to SAG and is targeted for tabling in DUN
2021.
4. JTCC will set up a working group to formulate SOP and
regulations on the enforcement for illegal structures
and simplify submission & approval procedures for
temporary/permanent conversions of usage.
5. The meeting also confirmed that QP’s signature on
every page of the Building Plan Submission checklist
as practised by some councils is NOT required.
*Refer copy of circular on PAMSC website.
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Towards Project Delivery Excellence for Sarawak Government
Projects
Reported by Ar. Chai Si Yong

he
State
Development
and
Monitoring
Committee led by Sarawak State Secretary,
YB Datuk Amar Jaul Samion instructed Ministry
of Infrastructure and Port Development Sarawak
(MIPD) to coordinate with the relevant agencies
on the project implementation monitoring process
and early intervention tools to be carried
out by respective agencies to ensure efficient
delivery for State Government’s projects.
MIPD conducted a 3-day workshop starting on the
13th of October 2020 at the UCSI Hotel Kuching inviting representatives from various agencies
(JKR Sarawak, Land & Survey, DID, Kuching Port
Authority, MLGH, Resident’s Office, etc.) and
professional institutes (IEM, ACEM, RISM &
PAMSC) to participate in the workshop. This
workshop was a collaboration between MIPD and
State Finance Secretary (SFS) Office, and was
officially declared open by Minister of MIPD, YB
Tan Sri Datuk Amar Dr. James Jemut Masing.

Opening speech by YB Minister of MIPD.

Participants were assigned to 7 different groups for further discussion, to identify issues & challenges
based on each topic and propose enhancements to improve current process accordingly. The groups are as
follows:
GROUP

TOPIC

1

Contractor’s Registration and Performance Management

3

Resident Engineer/Supervision Team

2

4
5
6
7

Tender Evaluationractor’

PEOPLE
SFS
MOU

ACEM

Project Intervention

DID

New Normal - Post COVID-19

Resident Kapit

Rural Transformation Projects

Project Issues & Challenges (Blockades)

SIMU
L&S

PAMSC was assigned to Groups 3 and 5; working together with various agencies in preparation of
presentation paper during the last day of the workshop.

PAM Professional Practice Committee
(PPC) Meeting 2/2020-2021
Reported by Ar. Chai Si Yong

AM PPC 2nd Meeting was held on the 8th of October 2020,
which started with a briefing by the Committee Chairman,
Ar. Anthony Lee. Members were divided into groups for
individual discussions - PAMSC was assigned to the PAM
Members Practice Bureau group led by Ar. Joseph Tan.
In an effort to encourage more participation from the
public/members across Malaysia, PPC suggested making the
‘Architects Meet the Public Session’ online. The public can
file their queries via an online form for the Secretariat
to forward to respective panels in-charge to respond.
The PAM Members Practice Bureau will adopt the same idea
focusing on issues brought up by members. PAMSC suggested
the Practice Bureau be extended to Chapters, where queries
are digitally recorded in PAM Central, and forwarded to
Chapters for feedback and response.
All advisories to be documented and published as Practice
Notes.
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The INTERSECTION Editorial Team thank
our contributors with gifts of home
delivered chicken pies and egg tarts.
Recent deliveries were hijacked, after
viewing the CCTV footage investigators
believe that this is an inside job. The
investigation continues...

Introducing Sam Lau
- our new Chair
of Events & CPD
Subcommittee 2020-2021
In an attempt to introduce our
hardworking PAMSC committee members,
- we will be conducting a series of
interviews with them and sharing them
with our readers over the next few
issues.

After one of many all nighters we
finally finished our 3rd year design
presentation and celebrated with
some Greek food and coffee.

Bringing the pitched roof back to
the local scene to give the terrace
homes a sense of identity.

I: Where did you go to high school?
A: Lodge School - United World College and Melbourne Grammar
School.
I: Tell us a little about your university experience.
A: It was a diverse experience with great learning opportunities
from students from Hong Kong, Singapore and Australia. Also an
opportunity to learn under inspirational professors like Graeme
Browne, Paolo Tombessi and Len Stevens.
I: What kind of projects are you working on now?
A: Mixture of low rise residential projects, multi storey apartment
projects as well as overall residential master planning. With
some mixed commercial developments as well.
I: What kind of projects do you enjoy working on?
A: Smaller personal residential projects with unique clients.
I: Would you like to feature one of them here?
A:	Not at the moment.
I: Do you think that you have a good work-life balance?
A: Fairly well balanced at the moment.
I: What do you do outside of work?
A: Basketball, golf, bowling and outdoor activities with the
family.

Reading about the house in Architecture
history and actually experiencing the
surroundings and the journey to the house
is a surreal moment .... next stop Frank
Lloyd Wright tour.

I: How does your family support you with your work?
A: My wife is an interior designer and we often bounce ideas of
each other when designing a project.
I: What kind of magazines do you read?
A: Architecture Malaysia, Wallpaper and Design Architect.
I: Who are the architects who most influence your work?
A: Renzo Piano and Frank Lloyd Wright.
I: Do you have pets?
A:	No.
I: Who does the cooking at home?
A: Mainly my wife, on rare special occasions myself.
I: Do you do the interior design for your projects?
A: Only for my own house project with heavy input from my interior
designer wife.
I: How big is your office/studio/company?
A: Under our parent company AKDI we have 4 offices in Kuching, Sibu,
Kuala Lumpur and Johor, with approximately 50 over staff.
I: Are you happy with the standard of our fresh graduates?
A: Hugely dependent on the universities they attended and the work
experience they had over holidays, in general it is satisfactory.

Kelly Wearstler inspired Hotel interior. A
carefully composed palette of colours and
wall detailing.

I: Why did you join PAM?
A: Joined PAM to be up to date on the latest building technologies
and materials (during PAM Talks) as well as to be inspired by
the well organised Design Forums.
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ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION 1.2 (RESEARCH)
This is the second instalment in our series of articles based
crits and workshops in local universities. It is written with the
discourse amongst fellow architects and as reference material
topics of our articles are loosely based on the sub-headings in

on our observations at design
primary objective of promoting
for our student readers. The
the marking sheets.

RESEARCH
Following on from Site Analysis (Architecture Education 1.1), the student will then conduct
research on the project. Assuming that much of the research on the geography of the site was
carried out as part of the site analysis, the student now focuses on researching the building
typology and the technologies and logistics involved in its development and innovation.
This used to be a task carried out in the library – looking through reference books, magazine
articles, and students’ theses. Searching through microfiche for relevant news articles, and
writing to other libraries for excerpts when your university library does not have the muchneeded texts. This was in a bygone era; pre-Google, these days ‘research’ is simply a click
and a key word away.
Therein lies the problem – the internet offers up some many options, much of which is visual.
Architects (and architecture students) are visual creatures; easily seduced and distracted
by a striking image of a building such that ‘Precedent Studies’ is diluted into ‘Relevant
Images’. Even seasoned architects fall victim to the seduction of Pinterest and the quest for
Instagram-able images, what more to say a student hungry for inspiration two days away from
project submission.
There are no shortcuts when doing research, and reading is part of the task in hand.
Note to students
Read broadly at the beginning of your research, summarise your findings and record your sources so you can
track it later. (or discard it, not everything that you read will find its way into your project – that is
part of the research process) Reading broadly adds depth to your research and complexity to your design.

Kanchanjunga Apartments,
Mumbai. Charles Correa 1983.

Correa pushed his capacity for ingenious cellular planning to the limit,
as is evident from the interlocking of four different apartment typologies
varying from 3 to 6 bedrooms.

Imagine a student designing a residential housing tower, she is fascinated with the form of
Charles Correa’s Kanchanjunga Apartments, and used that as a point of reference for her design.
However, unless she delves beyond the skin, she would fail to learn about:
• the Indian master architect’s skill for cellular housing
• and fondness for using changes in floor levels to define spaces within an open plan
• which is likely influenced by the Modern Masters such as Le Corbusier
• whom Correa referred to in his building cross section (from Unit d’Habitation)
• and that the deep set garden terraces of the Kanchanjunga Apartments are actually a modern
interpretation of the verandas in the Indian bungalow.
These brief points only hint at the depth of research that Correa must have done; each is a
catalyst for further reading and research, which can benefit other aspects of the student’s
education.
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Much that is successful in a project is un-seen,
but felt and experienced. It is a difficult quality
to teach, and even educators struggle to understand
this. In a recent design forum which I attended, a
senior lecturer asked Sri Lankan architect, Palinda
Kannangara after his hour-long lecture – ‘what is it
about your architecture that makes it Sri Lankan?’ I
cannot remember Palinda’s exact answer, but it was
along the lines of the unseen qualities which the Sri
Lankan architect and his clients understood:
• Stillness and simplicity – in taking the time to
approach, arrive, enter, and experience a building,
and the simplicity of the materials used which
often included what was already there; bed-rock,
trees, a stream, the side of hill.

Stillness and simplicity.

• Nature (and the natural) –at ease in allowing time
to mark the surface by changing its colour, to
change its texture with moss, in allowing the rain
to come into the house; verandas are deep for that
purpose, and we can always move the deck chairs
into the house.
• Sufficiency – in the sizes of the rooms and spaces,
in the usage of material, and the omission of
certain building elements if it did not enhance the
experience – why do we need doors if a doorway is
enough to draw a line between two spaces, and it
frames a view?

At ease with nature and the natural - photos
courtesy of Palinda Kannangara Architects.

Note to students
Design is about improving the experience for people; the end-users.

Perhaps there is a deeper reason for this way of thinking and behaving, one that is rooted in
their history. History therefore is an important subject in design research; a study of the past
– specifically the people, societies, events and problems of the past – as well as our attempts
to understand them. It is a pursuit common to all human societies.
by Min

PARTNERS
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