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News+FLASH s the digital
offspring of INTERSECTION. It is
published digitally each fortnight for
the foreseeable future, until we run
out of ideas, articles or money.

EngfoEn
T 1L 1a
#1095 g 0
P ALEE L
Eg g o
A
RS e T
#i s My
(I T
o g
B A A
i 59 4p
o m;A%ﬁ
I 05 g %
By iy g
0 = B g
By
Wk

ru

;;m‘
80

= AT
5AT5 ONLINE LECTSL%!E/I—-\T:ID:«;P S
- VIRTL!AI."IQUR:]QOOI_LOK KUAN
@1.10.2020Pg 4 5 | TEHIER (R51—)

YeYuan House - Photo by Pixelav;Photograpy R~ M-MET- Pg 5

—

QBEtﬁ q
@Am,.

THE EDITORIAL TEAM : Chai Si Yong : Helvetica Chen Hui Joo : Frederickca Leong Pik Shia : Ebbing Wee Hii Min : Courier



Pusat
Kebajikan
Datuk Amar
Hajah
Juma'ani

Project by HR Lo Architect

A feature wall was designed to segregate the land into public and private zones, so that every inch of the land within the private
zone can be utilised where the walls are removed and/or punctured. Thus, it makes a Big Room with compartments in between.

DESIGN STATEMENT

Organization Background

Pusat Kebajikan Datuk Amar Hajah Juma'ani is a building
for Pertubuhan Pemulihan dalam Komuniti (PDK) Sri Satok;
a training centre for persons with disabilities (OKU). It was
established in July 2015 and aimed to provide the best
service and utilities for the community with special needs.

Understand the Brief
We were appointed by a pre-cast concrete builder to
complete the project in 4 months, with a very tight budget.

The Wall: Outside-In

The 0.35-acre site is located under the Satok Bridge fronting
the scenic Sarawak River and adjacent to a very busy Petrol
Filling Station. The space available for the building was very
limited after compliance of setback requirements.

Million-dollar Sarawak River View

We capitalised on the site's proximity to the Sarawak River,
instead of designing an enclosed building with specially
designed windows to frame the views. We chose to remove
all the walls so the people can flirt with the breeze from the
river and enjoy panoramic scenes.

Cross Ventilation

The depth of all the rooms is limited to 4 metres with large openings on both walls for optimal cross
ventilation. All rooms are equipped with ceiling fans for mechanical cooling and air-conditioning is installed
only for occasional usage. With this in place, the community centre will have lower utility bills to pay.

Ramp Vs Lift
Due to the limited site area, we needed a second storey to accommodate all the spaces, and a ramp was
chosen over a lift for lower operating costs in the future. Although a ramp takes up more space, it is the right

Architect: HR LO Architect decision for this NGO-run facility; furthermore it has become one of the main features of this building, and
C&S: P.E. Konsultant a reminder to the visitors about the needs of the disabled.

Client:  Permodalan Satok Berhad

End User: PDK Sri Satok The Ramp is also designed as a gallery space; A Walk to Remember, which displays children’s artwork on

Builder:  Urbanpro Development
Sdn. Bhd.
Year Completed: Feb 2019

special occasions. On the normal days, the ramp is used as a place for exercise and physiotherapy for both
the young and old.

Therefore, it comes as no surprise that visitors to the centre prefer to travel between floors by ramp instead
of stairs because walking up the ramp has much more to offer to their senses: the view, the breeze and the

- occasional art exhibition.
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Q& A with
Freddie HR Lo

F: FLASH,

: Freddie Lo

Tell us a little about yourself.

| graduated from USM in 2011, after
completing my Parts 1 & 2, | then worked
at Design Network Architects (DNA) from
year 2011 to 2014 as a graduate architect.
In 2014, | left Kuching to work as a project
architect for Country Garden Forest City,
Danga Bay and Central Park in Johor
Bahru with Akipraktis Architect, in their
branch office.

In 2020, | set up my own practice; HR Lo
Architect back in my home town.

You left Kuching to work in JB, what
was the main objective other than better
money?

| saw it as a great opportunity to broaden
my experience in my youth; to develop
my career and add value to what | do.

And then you returned to Kuching this
year (in the midst of the MCO) - what
drew you home?

Kuching is still my favorite place and well, |
believe that with crisis comes opportunity.

What are your plans, practice - wise?
Starting small at the moment. | wish
to eventually contribute to the local
architecture scene with my experience in
West Malaysia.

There are many young architects like
yourself working outside Sarawak; in
Singapore, KL and Penang - what is your
advice to them?

| think it totally depends on where you
want to settle down for your career in the
future. And it is never too early to think
about it.

Also, think of what you are doing as a
career, not just your job. Then it will be
less complaints but more self-growth.

SATS ONUNE LECTURE AND VIRTUAL TOUR:

1/5 WOOI LOK KUANG @1.10.2020

L ast December, when we were looking forward to social discourse
instead of social distancing, the PAMSC planned for the second
installment of the PAMSC Design Festival (PDF) which included design
lectures, site visits to local buildings of significance, with exhibitions of
products and ideas.

This August, PAMSC decided to change the Design Festival into an
online format.

We held our first online lecture last Friday with Ar. Wooi Lok Kuang,
award-winning architect of refined and well-crafted private homes. | was
accompanied by Ar. Mei Chee Seong from aLM Architects, Penang
as a moderator. Ar. Wooi was caught a little off-guard during our
rehearsal when we asked him about the virtual tour; he was expecting
to sit and talk. No, we explained, we need you to get up and walk — and
he graciously consented. We explained that since we are not able to
conduct the original site visits, the virtual tour would be its substitute.

Wooi used several of his houses as well as a visitor's centre to explain
how he begins a project: by visiting the site, and listening to the client
(and the other occupants of the house) for their dreams, their desires
and memories of visits to grandmother’s houses in the kampong. Wooi
also talked about how the tenets of vernacular architecture influence the
way he designs spaces to relate to the human scale.

Wooi is intent in refining his craft and seems to express a reluctance to
try out other building scales and typologies. He is also an educator, and
participates in many design crits at local universities. Even so, he stresses
that he does not consciously tailor his work with the aim to educate
about vernacular or tropical architecture. The learning-teaching appears
to be a fruitful byproduct of his work.

After the Q&A session, Wooi took the audience on a guided tour of
his house, with little anecdotes about its construction, its extension, his
family life, and his dogs. The lecture was not all strictly architecture and
design —instead, it offered a very down to earth point of view of how our
craftis honed and executed. The lecture was broadcast live on Facebook,
where you can still view it if you missed the live event.

This coming Friday (9.10.2020) we have Architect Rafael David from
ABODAY in Jakarta, who will speak about the “architecture of place”
from his studio, after which he plans to take the audience on a tour of
his newly completed Aquantis Clubhouse.

We record our thanks to our sponsors, in particular iMetal and GarisPXL.
CO for their excellent online coordination of the event.

For information about registration, please visit our website or call PAMSC.
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The English version of this article will be available on the PAMSC website.



RETROSPECTIVE

AMAZING RACE, SIBU 2017

n October 2017, PAMSC collaborated with UCTS (University College of Technology,

Sarawak) who offered the use of the school's largest lecture theatre for our Public
Design Lecture series. The new UCTS campus was an excellent venue for this event
and the lectures were free of charge.

Our invited keynote BASIC DESIGN WORKSHOP is two brothers, Chia Shi Chee
and Chia Shi Chen from Batu Pahat. Details of their talk can be found in our PAMSC
website, as can be our guest lecturers; David Nee, Ms Wong Lin Sze and IntoDesign
LAB.

About 300 people attended the lecture; a quick survey showed that most were
students from UCTS and Kolej Laila Taib with a handful of local practitioners. As a
way to capitalise on the event, we decided to hold a 24-hour design workshop for
a number of the students who attended, and the speakers would be the workshop
leaders. It was a way for the students to interact with external architects.

As a way to give the Chia brothers a quick but comprehensive tour of Sibu, we
decided to conduct the workshop in an ‘Amazing Race’ format.

9pm Friday 13 Oct

Design briefing and team selection.

Presentation on site Saturday 14" Oct

The teams selected their sites and posted them to the jury via
a chat group. Location maps and time for the presentation the
following day was decided. The followmg were the sites for the
urban intervention projects:

11:00a.m. Corner of Blacksmith Road.

11:45a.m. Forecourt of the Sibu Heritage Centre.
12:30p.m. TiongHua Road Market

1:15p.m.  Sibu Night Market @ Butterfly Garden.
2:00p.m.  Water Pump Station near TuaPekKong.
2:45p.m. Rejang Park Cinema/Shopping Centre.

After the presentation on site, the teams were required to submit
a short video describing their scheme. This submission is worth
30% of the score. They are given one week to consolidate and
submit their schematic design for the remaining 70% of the score.

This event can be viewed on YOUTUBE, look for PAMSC PDLS 2.3, highlight.
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